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Photo illustration by Ashley Klein
The Griz football team puts 
in long days. So does the Griz 
Marching Band.  
The football team practices 
rain or shine. So does the march-
ing band.  
The football team has a gru-
eling pre-season. So does the 
marching band. 
While the football team re-
ceives most of the attention on 
Saturdays, the Montana march-
ing band plays a huge role in what 
makes a Griz home game a Griz 
home game. 
Gus Azure is in his third year 
with the band.  Azure, a 20-year 
old music major from Arlee, can 
play the tuba, trumpet, trombone, 
French horn, cello, guitar, bass, 
violin, viola and piano. He also 
sings from time to time. But for 
the Griz, he is the section leader 
for the saxophonists. 
Azure started his music career 
in fifth grade when he took up the 
saxophone in band class.  Since 
then he has continued to play, 
along with watching the Griz play 
football on Saturdays.
“I grew up here and I went to 
Griz games when I was younger,” 
Azure said.  “It is the biggest thing 
in Montana.”
As a music major, Azure was 
required to participate in the band 
for two semesters.  Azure said that 
while the music that is performed 
by the band isn’t as challenging 
compared to some of his ensem-
bles for school, it’s the experience 
of playing at Washington-Grizzly 
Stadium that has kept him in the 
band.
“It’s a really big rush just to be 
on the field,” Azure said.  “All the 
energy in Montana is concentrated 
into one spot, when the players 
come out of the tunnel and I can’t 
even hear myself play from all the 
fan noise.”
Leading the band is Dr. Kevin 
Griggs, who serves as marching 
band director while also teaching 
at the university. 
Griggs doesn’t perform with 
the band, but is present during 
football games and helps run band 
practices. 
“I have a great job,” Griggs said 
of the position. This is his sixth 
year on the job.
The UM marching band has 
roots extending back to the late 
1800s and continues to march in 
contemporary corps style. The 
band has about 25 student leaders, 
ranging from section majors to a 
historian to uniform managers. 
Its recent halftime performances 
were drills set to music from the 
The Beatles, Blues Brothers and 
Westside Story.  
Band members enjoy certain 
perks, such as scholarships that 
amount to $500, $700, or $1,000 
for each year they are with the 
team. They also get to travel to one 
Griz away game a year – or pos-
sibly two if the Griz make the title 
game in Chattanooga, as they did 
in 2008. 
“Down there for the game, it 
was just like a Griz home game,” 
Azure said of his experience in 
Chattanooga.  “We would go out 
and eat at restaurants and it would 
be packed with people in their 
Griz gear. At one restaurant the 
bar started chanting ‘Montana’ 
then the rest of the restaurant 
would yell ‘Grizzlies!’”
While the students enjoy many 
aspects of being in the band, that 
isn’t to say there isn’t a lot of hard 
work involved. 
The week before school starts, 
they participate in band camp.
Azure said the camp is a week 
of 12-hour days of work in what is 
often times 100-degree heat.
“For me it’s hell week,” Azure 
said.  “There’s some people who 
really enjoy it, but there’s no time 
for doing anything else.  It’s like 
school starting a week earlier.”
Mikayla Overholtzer, also a 
saxophonist, is in her second year 
of marching band.  Overholtzer, 
who, unlike Azure, is not a music 
major, and the activity isn’t her top 
priority. But she still devotes as 
much time as possible to play.  
“It’s a lot of extra time in which 
I could be doing other things,” 
Overholtzer said.
  The team practices on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
during the week, and then per-
forms for the crowd on Saturdays, 
sometimes in rain, sleet, snow or 
hail. That includes the record cold 
front that swept through Missoula 
last week. 
“It’s not fun playing in the 
cold,” Azure said.  “The instru-
ments aren’t designed to play in 
the cold.  The brass instruments’ 
valves end up freezing.”
Overholtzer said that it’s just as 
bad early in the year when temper-
atures are much higher.
“It gets so hot,” Overholtzer 
said.  “We have, like, sweat drool-
ing down our uniforms.” 
She noted that the program just 
received new uniforms that don’t 
carry an old school band scent to 
them. 
“Thirteen years of sweat, rain, 
and nastiness,” Azure said of the 
old ones. 
Overholtzer said she takes pride 
in the new black and maroon uni-
forms. She has been a fan of the 
program “ever since she could put 
on a cheerleading uniform,” and 
being a part of the band connects 
her and nearly 130 band members 
to what many call the greatest 
show in the state, even though the 
band has little interaction with the 
actual Montana football team.
“We play for them at the end 
of band camp, but that’s about it,” 
Overholtzer said.  “Bobby Hauck 
appreciates us, though.  He’ll say 
‘hi’ to us whenever he can and 
supports us.”
Overholtzer and Hauck have 
one thing in common: They pre-
pare hard all week for Saturdays. 
And they both relish game days.
“One of the best times,” Over-
holtzer said, “is when we start 
playing and everybody starts get-




It gets so hot. We have, like, sweat 
drooling down our uniforms.
Mikayla Overholtzer, second year saxophonist
Tyson Alger
Montana Kaimin
The UM Marching Band waits to play in front of a crowd at the Yell Night Rally during Homecoming week.  The band practices three days a week and performs at every Griz football home game.
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin



















This Saturday, Eastern Wash-
ington’s Taiwan Jones will make 
his second career appearance 
against Montana, where a year 
ago he posted double-digit tackles 
as a defensive back. But instead 
of making tackles against the 
men in maroon this time around, 
Jones hopes to be breaking them 
as Eastern’s most potent offensive 
weapon.
After playing his entire fresh-
man year at cornerback, Jones 
will be playing his seventh col-
legiate game at running back this 
weekend in Missoula. Heading 
into their 2009 campaign, East-
ern lost four senior running backs 
and sophomore Jones was one of 
the players selected to fill the void 
during spring practice.  
“I was happy with the change,” 
Jones said.
Although Jones was listed as the 
backup running back going into 
the season, he quickly emerged as 
a consistent force on the offense. 
In his debut against Western Ore-
gon on September 5, Jones carried 
the ball 12 times for 122 yards and 
two touchdowns. Since then, he 
has continued to pile up the yards 
in bunches, breaking runs of 87 
and 96 yards in the process.
“I think that Taiwan adds a di-
mension that we didn’t have last 
year,” said Eastern head coach 
Beau Baldwin. “At times you’re 
not playing well, he can make a 
play for you.”
Jones has 641 yards and nine 
touchdowns as a running back 
and has gained 243 yards on 12 
kick returns through six games 
this year.  He was also recognized 
nationally as the Sports Network 
co-Offensive Player of the Week 
after piling up 190 yards on 15 
carries and scoring four touch-
downs against Sacramento State 
on September 26.  Jones credits 
his coaches and teammates with 
helping him achieve the honor and 
sees the recognition as one of the 
first shining moments in his young 
career.  
“He’s dedicated to the sport 
and his teammates,” said Eastern 
running back coach Chris Hansen. 
“He wants to be the best he can. 
He’s a team player. It’s unbeliev-
able.”
“It felt good to know that peo-
ple saw my ability,” Jones said. “It 
was a team effort, but I was happy 
about it.”
According to Baldwin, he con-
siders Jones a “home run hitter” 
who is steadily becoming a better 
running back. “It didn’t take too 
long to see his talent,” Baldwin 
said.
While Hansen wants to see 
more consistency from Jones, and 
the sophomore admits the hardest 
part has been learning pass block-
ing, Hansen knows he can break a 
big run at any point in the game.  
“At any time, he can go the dis-
tance,” Hansen said. “He’s the real 
deal.”
Although it’s rare to see a play-
er like Jones jump into a new role 
and be successful immediately, he 
is aware that his success is a result 
of being able to learn quickly – 
even though he has some history 
at the position. Before coming to 
Eastern, Jones was a running back 
at Deer Valley High School in An-
tioch, Calif.  He was named Con-
tra Costa Times Player of the Year 
and was nominated to the San 
Francisco Chronicle’s All-Metro 
first team before graduating in 
2007.  Jones, who played offense, 
defense, and returned punts,  led 
Deer Valley to their first league 
title, rushing for 1,466 yards and 
13 touchdowns in his senior year. 
His total of 19 touchdowns also set 
a single-season school record.
For all the experiences Jones 
had in high school, he has learned 
more about being a running back 
in the last seven weeks than he did 
in four years at Deer Valley, Jones 
said. He credits the Eastern coach-
ing staff for making him a better 
all-around player.  
“They help me a lot,” Jones 
said.  “They did a good job of 
teaching me schemes and film and 
what to watch for.  It’s a big thing, 
knowing and learning your oppo-
nent.”
Jones’ ability to study and learn 
his opponents complements his 
exceptional natural ability – and 
speed. As Baldwin said, “you can’t 
put a price on speed.” His raw abil-
ity is best exhibited in his contri-
butions on the defensive side of the 
ball in 2008. In the last meeting 
between the Eagles and the Griz 
in Cheney, Wash., Jones was third 
on the team with 10 tackles in a 
19-3 loss.  Jones played a large role 
in keeping that powerful Montana 
offense in check, adding that he 
still misses some aspects of play-
ing defense.  
“Seeing as how I was small, a 
lot of people didn’t think I could 
hit,” Jones said.  “It was nice to 
throw my body in there.”
Jones is fully aware that Mon-
tana always presents a challenge, 
especially in Missoula, but is look-
ing forward to showing the defend-
ing Big Sky champions what he 
can do on the other side of the ball. 
“I’m just going into this game 
thinking they’re just another op-
ponent,” Jones said. “I don’t want 
to put them on a pedestal, but it’s 
hard not to, considering they are 
the Griz.”
“I just want to surprise them 
with my speed,” Jones said.
According to Hansen, running 
the ball effectively will be a chal-
lenge because this Grizzly defense 
is the best (and fastest) he has seen 
in his 11 years at Eastern.  
“For (Jones) to shine this week-
end we’re going to have to block 
and find some creases,” Hansen 
said. “I think we’re going to have 
success, but it’s going to be tough.”
If Jones runs as fast as he 
learns, the Montana defense may 
have it just as tough.
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
Jones running through Big Sky defenses
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
Eastern Washington sophomore running back Taiwan Jones rushes against Northern Colorado earlier this season. Jones is second in the Big Sky in rushing yards. 
Photo contributed by Eashern Washington Athletics
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GRIZ OFFENSE vs. Eagle Defense






























































2009 Record • 5-0, 2-0 Big Sky
2 Trumaine Johnson  FR CB 6’2” 185 lbs      Stockton, Calif.
3 Andrew Swink  JR CB 5’9” 175 lbs      Rowland Heights, Calif.
4 Erik Stoll   SO S 6’2” 200 lbs      Sand Point, Idaho
5 Donny Lisowski  FR CB 5’11” 190 lbs      Seattle, Wash.
6 Aaron Roberts   FR WR 5’11” 170 lbs      Spokane, Wash.
7 Jeff Larson  SO WR 6’4” 215 lbs      Cut Bank, Mont. 
8 Sam Gratton  FR WR 6’0” 183 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
9 Mike McCord  FR CB 5’11” 185 lbs      Phoenix, Ariz. 
10 Shawn Lebsock  JR LB 6’0” 225 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
11 Brandon Dodson   JR CB 5’8” 170 lbs      Tulare, Calif. 
12 Andrew Selle  SO QB 6’2” 207 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
13 Josh Pelczar  FR WR 6’0” 180 lbs      Colstrip, Mont. 
14 Steven Rominger  FR S 5’10” 185 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
16 Jabin Sambrano  SO WR 5’11” 170 lbs      Temecula, Calif. 
17 Gerald Kemp  FR QB 6’2” 205 lbs      San Diego, Calif. 
18 Justin Roper   JR QB 6’6” 215 lbs      Buford, Ga.
19 Sean Murray  SR CB 6’1” 190 lbs      Corona, Calif. 
20 Nick Haynes  SO CB 5’11” 180 lbs      Butte, Mont. 
21 Keith Thompson  JR CB 5’8” 175 lbs      Porterville, Calif. 
23 Levi Buckles  FR WR 6’3” 225 lbs      Post Falls, Idaho
24 Thomas Brooks-Fletcher JR RB 5’10” 210 lbs      Bellevue, Wash.
25 Brandon Fisher  JR LB 5’10” 205 lbs      Franklin, Tenn.
26 Russell Schey  FR K 6’2” 185 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
27 Tel Reynolds   FR RB 6’0” 190 lbs      Drummond, Mont.  
28 Peter Nguyen   SR RB 5’8” 175 lbs      Bellevue, Wash. 
29 Bryce Carver   RS WR 6’1” 170 lbs      Dillon, Mont. 
30 Mike Cummings  SO  SS 6’1” 200 lbs      Scottsdale, Ariz. 
31 Tim Anderson  SR LB 6’0” 205 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
32 Alex Shaw  SO LB 6’2” 231 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
33 Cole Lockwood  SO LB 6’1” 215 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
34 Chase Reynolds  JR RB 6’0” 195 lbs      Drummond, Mont. 
35 Dan Moore   SO RB 5’11” 225 lbs         Tucson, Ariz.  
36 Houston Stockton  JR S 5’10” 165 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
37 Carson Bender  JR DT 6’4” 280 lbs      Deer Lodge, Mont. 
38 Ryan Nelson  SR S 5’11” 200 lbs      Wright, Wyo. 
39 Shann Schillinger  SR S 6’1” 199 lbs      Baker, Mont. 
40 Caleb McSurdy  SO LB 6’1”  245 lbs      Boise, Idaho
41 Kirk Stoll   SO RB 5’11” 190 lbs      Sandpoint, Idaho  
42 Jace Palmer  SR DE 6’3” 240 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
44 Jordan Tripp  FR LB 6’2”  240 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
45 Beau Donaldson  SO RB 6’1” 223 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
46 Clay Pierson  FR LB 6’3” 212 lbs      Twin Bridges, Mont. 
47 Severin Campbell  JR DE 6’4” 210 lbs      Golden, Colo. 
49 Kevin Klaboe  SR H-Back 6’2” 225 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
50 Brian Waldhauser   SO DT 6’4” 242 lbs      Worden, Mont.
51 Chris Bradford  FR DT 6’2” 255 lbs      San Bernardino, Calif. 
52 Ty Timmer   FR LB 6’2” 205 lbs      Great Falls, Mont. 
53 Josh Stuberg  FR LB 6’2” 216 lbs      Helena, Mont. 
54 Austin Mullins  SR DT 6’2” 273 lbs      Great Falls, Mont. 
55 Ethan Tweet  FR OG 6’2” 270 lbs      Fort Benton, Mont. 
56 Brock Coyle  FR LB 6’2” 215 lbs      Bozeman, Mont. 
57 Charles Burton  SO OL 6’5” 315 lbs      Long Beach, Calif. 
58 Andrew Glueckert  FR DE 6’3” 225 lbs      Helena, Mont. 
60 Blake Lebeau  FR OL 6’5” 285 lbs      Union City, Calif. 
61 Jake Raynock  FR OL 6’2” 225 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
63 Brett Brauer  FR OG 6’2” 260 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
65 Ty Rogers  FR OL 6’2” 240 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
66 Russell Piette  JR OL 6’4” 310 lbs      Vancouver, Wash. 
70 David Arndt  SO OT 6’5” 280 lbs      Highlands Ranch, Colo. 
71 Alex Verlanic  JR OC 6’2” 282 lbs      Drummond, Mont. 
72 Levi Horn  SR OT 6’7” 315 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
73 Bob DeBruckyer  FR OL  6’5  235 lbs      Choteau, Mont. 
74 Jon Opperud  SO OL 6’7” 305 lbs      Milwaukie, Ore. 
75 Chris Dyk  SR OT 6’8” 297 lbs      Dillon, Mont. 
77 Terran Hillesland  SR OG 6’7” 323 lbs      Sidney, Mont. 
78 Kyle Kmet  FR OC 6’5” 271 lbs      Bonita, Calif. 
79 Kyle Hofmann  FR OL 6’4” 280 lbs      Orcas Island, Mont. 
80 Marc Mariani  SR WR 6’0” 185 lbs      Havre, Mont. 
81 Tyler Palmer  SR WR 6’3” 210 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
82 Jacob Haas  FR TE 6’5” 225 lbs      Portland, Ore. 
83 Brody McKnight  SO K/P 6’0”  194 lbs      Vancouver, British Columbia
84 Bobby Hirsch  FR TE 6’4” 210 lbs      Belgrade, Mont. 
85 Connor Smith  FR WR 6’3” 198 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
86 Greg Hardy  FR TE 6’5” 245 lbs      Fairview, Mont. 
87 Dan Beaudin  SR TE 6’5” 252 lbs      Trout Creek, Mont. 
88 Steve Pfahler  SR TE 6’5” 246 lbs      Frenchtown, Mont. 
89  Rob Overton  JR TE 6’6” 240 lbs      San Leandro, Calif. 
90 Ryan Fetherston  SO DE 6’4” 218 lbs      East Helena, Mont. 
91 Bobby Alt  SO DE 6’3” 260 lbs      Ontario, Calif. 
92 George Mercer  SR DE 6’3” 241 lbs      Libby, Mont. 
93 Braydon Schilling  SO DT 6’2” 270 lbs      Gillette, Wyo. 
94 Sean Wren  SO P 6’6” 210 lbs      Yorba Linda, Calif. 
95 Ray DeBruycker  FR DE 6’3” 210 lbs      Choteau, Mont. 
96 Josh Harris  FR DE 6’5” 231 lbs      Kalispell, Mont. 
97 Mike Sylvestre   FR DT 6’2” 275 lbs      Chandler, Ariz. 
98 Brett Hutter    SO DT 6’3” 260 lbs      Ontario, Calif.





GRIZ OFFENSE vs. Eagle Defense
























































2009 Record • 4-2, 3-1 Big Sky
Numerical Roster
1 Lonnie Hosley  SR  5’8”  160  CB Vancouver, WA 
2 Ashton Gant  JR  5’10”  180  WR  Pullman, WA 
3 Greg Herd  FR  6’3”  200  WR   Tacoma, WA 
4 J.C. Sherritt  JR 5’10”  210  LB  Pullman, WA 
5 Matt Johnson  SO  6’1”  205  CB  Tumwater, WA 
6 Chandler Gayton  FR  6’1”  180  CB  Seattle, WA 
7 Kyle Wilkins  SR  5’9”  210  LB   Monroe, WA 
8 Alante Wright  FR  6’3”  200  WR Phoenix, AZ 
9 Aaron Boyce  SR  6’3”  210  WR Kent, WA 
10 Matt Johnson  SO  6’1”  215  LB  Tumwater, WA 
11 John Roberts  SO 5’10”  195  CB Colville, WA 
12 Anthony Vitto  FR  6’1”  195  QB Simi Valley, CA 
13 Scott Burgett  FR  6’2”  210  QB Peoria, AZ 
14 Jeff Minnerly  FR  6’1”  190  QB Spokane, WA 
15 Kevin Hatch  SR  5’9”  180  CB Spokane, WA 
16 Matt Nichols  SR  6’3”  220 QB Cottonwood, CA 
17 Jesse Hoffman  JR  6’2”  210  CB  Seattle, WA 
18 Jason Harris  JR  6’1”  215  LB Sammamish, WA 
19 Nathan Overbay  SR 6’5”  270  TE Chehalis, WA 
20 Tony Davis  SR  5’9”  185  WR Olympia, WA 
21 Nicholas Ramos  SR  5’8”  165  WR Winters, CA 
22 Taiwan Jones  SO  6’1”  200  RB Antioch, CA 
23 Ethen Robinson  JR  5’10”  200 CB Spokane, WA 
24 J.T. Leggin   SR  6’1”  190  CB Tacoma, WA 
25 Brandon Jimenez  FR  5’10”  180  CB Tacoma, WA 
26 Brett Igbinoba  SR  6’1”  200  CB Cheney, WA 
27 Makai Borden  SR  5’11”  215 LB Puyallup, WA 
28 Dante Calcote  JR  5’8”  160  CB Seattle, WA 
30 Darriell Beaumonte SO 5’11”  205  RB Lakewood, WA 
31 Ikaika Gleason  FR  5’9”  175  WR Spanawy, WA 
32 Chase King  FR  6’1”  200  RB Federal Way, WA 
33 Tyler Hart  SO  5’10”  205  RB Friday Harbor, WA 
34 Artise Gauldin  FR  5’10”  175  RB  Kent, WA 
35 Ashton Clark  FR  5’11”  170  WR Vancouver, WA 
36 Will Edge   JR  6’1”  180  CB Tacoma, WA 
37 Erich Armstrong  FR  6’1”  185  CB Parkland, WA 
38 Allen Brown  FR  5’10”  160 CB Tacoma, WA 
39 Ronnie Hamlin  FR  6’2”  200  LB Lacey, WA 
40 Bo Schuetzle  FR  5’11”  190  CB Spokane, WA 
41 Billy Lechtenberg   FR  6’1”  190  CB  Brier, WA 
43 Austin Wallis  FR  5’10”  170  K  Overland Park, KS 
44 Daniel Johnson  FR  5’10”  190  RB  San Jose, CA 
45 Cameron Zuber  JR  6’1”  180  P Chehalis, WA 
46 Jakob Pugsley  FR  6’3”  205  CB Newman Lake, WA 
47 Bobby Gentry  SO  5’11” 200  LB Seattle, WA 
48 Grant Williams  FR  6’1”  225  RB  Puyallup, WA 
49 Tyler Jolley  JR  6’3”  285  DT  Nine Mile Falls, WA 
50 Bryan Karwacki  FR  6’1”  210  LB Spokane, WA 
51 Tyler Washburn  FR  6’1”  215  LB Sammamish, WA 
52 Nick Stewart  FR  6’5”  275  OL  Vancouver, WA 
53 Josh Antonson  FR  6’4”  250  OL Kennewick, WA 
54 Rusty Haehl  FR  5’11”  205  OL Bellevue, WA 
55 Paul Ena   FR  6’2”  210  LB Kenmore, WA 
56 Evan Cook  FR  6’3”  270  LB Federal Way, WA 
58 Clint Moquist  JR  6’3” 255  OL Spokane, WA 
59 Spencer Hessler  FR  6’2” 215  LB Walla Walla, WA 
60 Gabriel Jackson  SO  6’4”  275  OL Tacoma, WA 
61 Steven Forgette  FR  6’4”  250  OL Vancouver, WA 
62 Cameron Homan  FR   6’2”  180 P  Eatonville, WA 
63 Levi Reynolds  JR  6’3”  295  DT  Tacoma, WA 
64 Russell Turpin  FR  6’4”  250  OL Kent, WA 
65 Will Katoa  FR  6’1”  285  DT Salt Lake City, UT 
66 Ashton Miller  FR  6’2”  240  DT Vancouver, WA 
67 Caleb Worthington  FR  6’7”  280  OL Boise, ID 
68 Kevin Miller  FR   6’2”  195  K Portland, OR 
69 Nick Gauthier  JR  6’1”  205  QB Valencia, CA 
70 Ryan Forney  SR  6’3”  295  OL Silverdale, WA 
71 Chris Thomas  SR  6’5”  300  OL Sumner, WA 
72 Nikolai Myers  SR  6’4”  275  OL Seattle, WA 
73 John Rice   SR  6’7”  295  OL Buckley, WA 
75 Ray Falelaulii  SO  6’2”  255  OL University Place, WA 
76 Will Post   FR  6’6”  285  OL Portland, OR 
77 Brandon Murphy  FR  6’4”  290  OL Albany, OR 
78 Chris Powers  SO  6’2”  270  OL Black Diamond, WA 
79 Brice Leahy  JR  6’7”  295  OL Gig Harbor, WA 
80 Nicholas Edwards  FR  6’3”  200  WR Tacoma, WA 
82 Matt Martin  JR  6’2”  240  TE Lacrosee, WA 
83 Brynsen Brown  SR  6’2”  210  WR Puyallup, WA 
85 Zach Gehring  FR  6’3”  220  TE Castle Rock, WA 
87 J.C. Agen   FR  6’2”  195  LB Spokane, WA 
88 Brandon Kaufman  FR  6’5”  205  WR Denver, CO 
90 Josh Jacobson  SR  6’1”  280  DT Puyallup, WA 
91 Jerry Ceja  FR  6’3”  220  DT Aurora, CO 
92 Mike Jarrett  SO  5’9”  165  K Puyallup, WA 
93 Jake Potter  FR  6’2”  200  C  Kennewick, WA 
94 Jakob Scott  FR  6’4”  210  DT Othello, WA 
95 Charles Moetului  SO  6’3”  235  DT North Bend, WA 
96 Cody Humphrey  FR  6’5”  240  DE Hermiston, OR 
97 David Miles  SO  6’4”  255  DT Maplewood, MN 
98 Renard Williams  SO  6’2”  300  DT Port Orchard, WA 
99 Jacob Kragt  SR  6’3”  235  DT  Ritzville, WA 
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Montana came out dreary last 
week against then-15th-ranked 
Cal Poly at Washington-Grizzly 
Stadium, falling behind 10-0 
early and turning the ball over 
four times in the first two quar-
ters. And although they pulled the 
Homecoming thriller out, the Griz 
aren’t likely to catch another break 
should they start slow this week-
end when the explosive and nation-
ally ranked Eastern Washington 
team comes to town. 
The Griz used an 84-yard 
touchdown reception from Big Sky 
Player of the Week Marc Mariani 
to vault past the Mustangs – who, 
for all intents and purposes, stole 
the Homecoming show in the first 
half. Mariani had six catches for 
200 yards and is a player that head 
coach Bobby Hauck can look upon 
to jumpstart his team against op-
ponents such as Eastern. 
“We just say ‘Marc we need a 
big play,’” Hauck said in a press 
conference this week. “You get 
playmakers, guys that need to 
make big plays. When he gets the 
ball in space he has that ability.”
The 21st-ranked Eagles enter 
the game reeling from a 31-13 loss 
to Weber State – but that doesn’t 
change a veteran-laden team that 
is especially dangerous on the of-
fensive side of the ball. 
Senior quarterback Matt Nich-
ols, in the process of throwing for 
354 yards last week in the loss, set 
Eastern’s all-time record for pass-
ing yards (10, 315).
And then there is Eagle’s soph-
omore Taiwan Jones, who joins 
Nichols in the Eastern backfield 
and is leading the Big Sky Confer-
ence in rushing with 517 yards, av-
eraging just over 129 yards a game. 
Hauck said Jones is capable of 
dominating games with his speed.
“When he gets loose, you just 
don’t catch him,” Hauck said on 
Tuesday in a press conference. 
“I’ve seen his track times from 
high school and I would estimate 
that he’s the fastest kid in the 
league. He has tremendous big 
play potential.” 
When the Griz and Eagles met 
last year, Montana used an over-
whelming defensive effort to hold 
the Eagles to just a field goal in 
Montana’s 19-3 win in Cheney, 
Wash.
“You have to play incredibly 
sound against their D,” said East-
ern Washington head coach Beau 
Baldwin. “You have to be on point 
with what you are doing.”
The Grizzly cornerbacks will 
be busy covering 6’3”, 210-pound 
receiver Aaron Boyce. The senior 
out of Kent, Wash., leads the Ea-
gles in touchdown receptions and 
yards. He had a memorable perfor-
mance at Washington Grizzly Sta-
dium two years ago, catching 17 
balls for 232 yards in a 23-22 loss. 
“He is a big guy,” Griz corner-
back Andrew Swink said at Tues-
day’s press conference. “He’s a big, 
physical guy against little corners 
such as me and Keith (Thompson). 
But we’re not going to get out-
physical by them.”
The Grizzlies continued to ro-
tate quarterbacks Andrew Selle 
and Justin Roper through the line-
up last week. Hauck said that both 
players are still getting along even 
though they are splitting playing 
time.
“They have to because it is pret-
ty much mandated,” Hauck said at 
the press conference. “It’s a team 
game. We roll a lot of guys at other 
positions and we just happen to do 
it at quarterback.”
Hauck said he was pleased with 
the effort from both quarterbacks, 
as Selle threw for 155 yards and 
three touchdowns while Roper 
chipped in 123 yards and a score. 
Roper also threw two intercep-
tions.
The Griz will look to start the 
game a little stronger. With the 
exception of Montana’s win at 
Northern Arizona, the Griz have 
been slow out of the gates in each 
of their four other wins.
Hauck said there is no secret: 
The team has been able to over-
come slow starts by simply mak-
ing adjustments and improving 
play. 
“We didn’t change our plan in 
the second half, we just did a bet-
ter job,” Hauck said Tuesday at the 
press conference about the come-
back against Cal Poly. “We’re in 
the business of correcting, not ac-
cepting.”
The slow starts haven’t been a 
factor in Montana’s record how-
ever, as Hauck mentioned that the 
win at Northern Arizona ended up 
being the closest game. 
“We can’t really be any better 
than we are right now,” Hauck said 
at the press conference. “We’re ba-




Eastern looks to expose UM defense
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Junior defensive tackle Carson Bender  gets pressure on Cal Poly quarterback Harlan Prather last weekend at Washington Grizzly Stadium. 
HELENA — The Big Sky Con-
ference has suspended Eastern 
Washington football player Kyle 
Wilkins for an illegal hit against 
Weber State.
Wilkins, a senior linebacker, 
will serve a one-game suspension 
Saturday when Eastern Washing-
ton plays at Montana.
Wilkins was penalized for a 
personal foul after hitting a de-
fenseless Weber State wide receiv-
er above the shoulders with about 
three minutes left in the half of the 
Eagles 31-13 loss to the Wildcats.
League commissioner Doug 
Fullerton says commissioners and 
officials are trying to eliminate 
dangerous plays from the game.








South Dakota (3-3) at Montana 
State (2-1, 3-2)
It was a long, cold afternoon 
in Bozeman last weekend for the 
Bobcats, who dropped a mean-
ingful conference matchup with 
Northern Arizona 23-10 to fall to 
2-1 in the Big Sky. As they look 
to wrap up their non-conference 
schedule on a high note, coach 
Rob Ash will have to straighten 
out his team’s turnover situation 
to run the Coyotes out of town.
Montana State has been 
plagued by giveaways all season 
and last Saturday was no excep-
tion. Quarterback Mark Iddins 
tossed two interceptions on the 
team’s final two drives to seal a 
Lumberjack win.
On the defensive side, the 
Bobcats will lean on Buchannan 
Watch List defensive end Dane 
Fletcher to shut down a South 
Dakota offense whose only con-
sistency has been the fact that it’s 
continued to be erratic. In victo-
ries over Drake and Southeastern 
Louisiana, the Coyotes put up a 
combined 95 points; in losses to 
Northern Iowa and North Dakota, 
they managed a total of 19 in two 
games.
The Bobcats haven’t seen 
much of the Coyotes – this is the 
second meeting ever between the 
schools – but what they have seen 
hasn’t bothered them. The Cats 
cruised to a 37-18 home win last 
fall, despite five Montana State 
turnovers.
With size and speed advantag-
es at nearly every position, Iddins 
and the Cats should have no prob-
lem handling South Dakota, espe-
cially if they can keep a handle on 
the ball.
Prediction: Montana State 
takes out frustration, wins 31-10.
Northern Arizona (2-1, 3-2) at 
Portland State (1-3, 2-4)
When the Lumberjacks and 
Vikings kick off Saturday, chanc-
es are it will look more like a 
track meet than a football game.
Neither side is shy about going 
to the air. NAU quarterback Mi-
chael Herrick averages a league-
leading 311 yards of total offense 
per game, while Portland’s Drew 
Hubel is second at 301. But while 
both teams’ defenses have strug-
gled this season, the Lumberjacks 
have shown considerably more 
improvement as of late.
NAU held Iddins and the Bob-
cats to just 10 points on 246 total 
yards last week. The Vikings de-
fense, meanwhile, has continued 
to be missing in action, yield-
ing a total of 49 points to cellar-
dwellers Sacramento State and 
Northern Colorado in consecutive 
weeks.
Much of the blame in Portland 
has to go straight onto the shoul-
ders of Jerry Glanville. 
With the ex-NFL coach at the 
helm the past two years, the Vi-
kings have relied on a pass-heavy, 
wide-open spread offense. The 
problem hasn’t been moving the 
ball, it’s been keeping it. Intercep-
tions have come early and often, 
leaving PSU with a -10 turnover 
ratio on the season.
As NAU coach Jerome Souers 
looks to improve to 3-0 against 
Glanville, his secondary will be 
ready to drop that number even 
lower.
Prediction: Like a roadside 
Fourth of July stand, this one 
should be a fireworks bonanza, 
Northern Arizona 45-35.
Sacramento  State (2-1, 2-3) at 
#15 Weber State (3-1, 3-3) 
On paper, Sacramento State, 
which started its league cam-
paign 2-1, has a fighting chance 
to knock off Weber, which has 
already suffered a home loss to 
Montana State two weeks ago.
Unfortunately for the Hornets, 
they don’t play football on paper.
The Hornets have never won 
in Ogden and, barring a miracle, 
this won’t be the first year they 
pull off the feat.
After getting blown out at 
Eastern Washington, Sacramen-
to State got its two wins against 
shaky Portland State and dread-
ful Idaho State, and it’s yet to face 
a conference opponent the likes 
of Weber. Fresh off a 31-13 dis-
mantling of No. 14 Eastern on the 
road, the Wildcats should cele-
brate homecoming this week with 
another easy Big Sky Conference 
victory.
So far, the Wildcats have had 
the Big Sky’s best offense, aver-
aging a gaudy 440.8 yards of to-
tal offense per game. Such stellar 
numbers are hard to maintain for 
an entire season, but Weber could 
end up padding them Saturday. 
Weber receiver Tim Toone, 
who has 12 catches for 274 yards 
and five touchdowns in his last 
two games against the Hornets, 
and receiver Mike Phillips, who 
has 11 catches for 273 yards and 
four touchdowns in his last two 
games, should give the suspect 
Sacramento State secondary 
headaches all afternoon.
Prediction: Wildcats roar, 38-
10.
Northern Colorado (0-4, 1-5) at 
Idaho State (0-3, 0-6)
In a matchup of the Big Sky’s 
bottom-feeders, Northern Colo-
rado heads to Pocatello to settle 
the question of who is the league’s 
worst team halfway through the 
conference schedule.
To say it’s been a struggle for 
both programs over the past few 
years would be an understate-
ment.
Northern Colorado’s Scott 
Downing is 4-36 in his fourth 
season, while Idaho State’s John 
Zamberlin is 4-25 in his third.
The Bengals have dropped 22 
of 24 games since a 41-13 home 
win over Northern Colorado in 
2007, but the fans at Holt Arena 
could be in for a rare treat. The 
Bears are 0-14 all-time in Big Sky 
road games. 
Still, if they hope to crack the 
win column, Idaho State will 
have to do it behind new starter 
Russell Hill, who sailed three in-
terceptions in a loss at Sacramen-
to State last week and now faces 
the league’s best passing defense. 
Northern Colorado’s Matt King, 
who tallied 15 tackles and a sack 
in last week’s loss against Port-
land State, could have another 
field day against the Bengals.
Prediction: The Bears snap 
their conference road losing 
streak, 17-14.
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
UM quarterback Justin Roper drops back to pass against Cal Poly last Saturday at Washington-Grizzly Stadium. 
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Who’s Who On The Field
GRIZZLIES EAGLES
Carson Bender, junior defensive tackle
Matt Nichols, senior quarterback
Taiwan Jones, sophomore running back
Aaron Boyce, senior wide reciever
The senior wide receiver makes his first trip to Mis-
soula since scorching the 2007 Griz with 17 catches and 
234 yards in a 23-22 loss to Montana two seasons ago. 
Boyce joined his quarterback in elite conference com-
pany last week, joining the 3,000-yard-receiving club, 
which only six league players have done. Boyce has 215 
career receptions for 3,216 yards.
Bender sits behind defensive tackles Tyler Hobbs and 
Austin Mullins on the team tackle chart, but he will join the 
three in playing a pivotal part in rotating and stopping East-
ern running back Taiwan Jones Saturday. Bender has 12 total 
tackles, and although he has just one pass breakup to com-
plement just one quarterback hurry, he gives the line rotation 
depth and has played in all five contests this season, a feat 
the junior from Deer Lodge didn’t reach this time last year. 
Jones is opening eyes this fall, as he is second in the 
league in rushing with 641 yards and is averaging nearly 
106 yards per game. The former cornerback has had a 
smooth transition to running back, where he is not only 
second in the league with nine touchdowns, but he is also 
third in all-purpose yards with 166 yards per game. He 
averages about 20 yards per kickoff return. 
Nichols has been a Big Sky mainstay for the past 
three seasons  and he is showing no sign of letting up 
six games into his senior season,  as he eclipsed 10,000 
yards passing last weekend with a 354-yard day against 
Weber State. He is only the 10th player in league history 
to throw for over 10,000 yards and has also became the 
Eagles all-time leading passer,  with 10,315 yards, sur-
passing Eric Meyer, who graduated in 2005. 
Keith Thompson, senior corner back
Thompson, one of Montana’s more physical defensive 
backs, leads all corners with 12 tackles, including one for 
loss. Although he has a tough assignment in defending a 
talented core of Eastern Washington recievers this week-
end, the senior can defend on the perimeter - he is tied for 
11th in the Big Sky in pass breakups with four. 
J.C. Sherritt, senior linebacker
Sherritt is a sure tackler, according to head coach 
Beau Baldwin, and the senior’s stats back up that assess-
ment.  He leads the league in tackles with 84, averaging 
14 per game. He has registered 38 solo tackles, 10 more 
than the closest other defender in the category, and leads 
the league in forced fumbles (3) and is third in tackles for 
loss (9.5).
Chase Reynolds, junior running back 
Reynolds is having no problem adjusting to the pressure 
after his monstrous 2008 campaign – he has carried nearly 
100 times more than any other running back on the roster. 
Reynolds is not only scoring touchdowns (6) and accumulat-
ing rushing yards (400) at the rate he was last season, he is 
also proving to be more and more versatile. He already has 
over 100 yards receiving this season on 12 receptions, good 
for fourth on the team.  
Justin Roper, junior quarterback
Roper struggled last week against Cal Poly, throwing two 
interceptions and completing just five passes. But it was his 
first game back in three weeks after suffering a concussion 
against Portland State and he threw a decisive 84-yard strike 
to Marc Mariani to get Montana back into the Homecoming 
game. Bobby Hauck has vowed to keep the two- quarterback 
system – meaning  either Roper or Andrew Selle could start 
Saturday.   
Sophomore Beau Donaldson leads the Grizzlies onto the field Saturday, carrying an American flag.  Montana defeated Cal Poly 35-23 and remain undefeated for the season.  The Griz host the Eastern Wash-
ington Eagles this Saturday at Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
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